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 We remember …  40,000 Tamil civilians killed (UN) 

- 7,000 dead in last weeks of April (UN) 
 

 Over 100,000 killed in 

last 20 years (Al Jazeera) 
 

 20,000 children orphaned 
Voice against Genocide) 

 

 Over 30,000 left with 

disabilities (Patchwork and Handicap International) 

 49,000 widows (Asia news) 

- 25,000 under the age of 25 

- 12,000 with 3 or more children 
 

 Intentional shelling of „No fire zones‟, 

hospitals and humanitarian operations. 
(Times 2009, ICG 2010) 

 

 55 men, women and children led by 

LTTE leaders unarmed hoisting white 

flags killed by SLA (Tamil News Network) 
 

 3  doctors arrested for publicizing 

civilian death tolls. (Times 2009) 
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Today …  

 Independent investigations into war crimes have not been 

conducted despite ongoing pressure from Amnesty, UN, 

HRW, ICG and the governments of UK and the US  

 ~ 83,000 IDPs remain in temporary camps still withstanding 

water shortages under extreme temperatures (UN‟s Joint 

Humanitarian Update) 

 ~ 92,000 IDPs are staying with host families, as their homes 

have been destroyed 

 Recent elections in Sri Lanka saw a record-low 23% 

turnout of Tamils of the north; a clear lack of confidence 

in Sri Lanka‟s political system 

What has Kevin Rudd done? 
June 2008 – May 2009: Refuses to condemn Sri Lankan counterparts 

for the massacre of Tamil civilians 
 

Oct 2009: Announces “Indonesia Solution” – agrees to pay Indonesia to 

intercept refugee boats and imprison them in a country known for abuse 

against refugees 
 

Nov 2009: FM Stephen Smith meets SL President Rajapaksa, agree on 

a plan to block thousands of Tamil refugees fleeing for their lives from 

coming to Australia 

 

April 2010: Suspends all processing claims of asylum from Tamil and 

Afghan refugees in defiance of  UN refugee convention – move seen as 

knee-jerk reaction to secure votes in upcoming federal election.  

 

Australia remains one of the biggest post-war donors to Sri Lanka, 

giving millions of dollars to a Government guilty of war crimes and 

genocide. 

 300,000 displaced (UN) 

- Including 50,000 children (Amnesty) 
- Barbed wire bound military run  

camps. No freedom of movement 

- 1400 died every week (Times) 

- 20 % children malnourished 
(UNICEF) 
 

“the camp toilets are flooded. Mud 

and excrement are draining towards 

the people‟s tents, areas where 

refugees cook. There 

is a serious risk of 

contamination of 

drinking water …” 
Gordon Weiss, UN 
 

 13,000 IDPs 

missing from 

camps on 27th, 

May (Inner City Press, 2009) 

“Rape and other forms of 

psychological and mental abuse 

against women are also prevalent 

within the these camps” (Channel 4, UK) 

 

 Over 11,000 IDPs suspected of LTTE 

membership held in “separate sites”, 

without due process nor access to 

any humanitarian organisation, incl. 

ICRC 
 

 14 Journalists murdered under 

Rajapaksa‟s presidency (Times, 2009) 
 

 56 Journalists fled the country 

(highest rate in the world) 
 

 Sri Lanka Press Freedom the "worst 

in any democratic country" under 

Rajapaksa - (Reporters Without Borders) 
 

„The SLA has destroyed 72 hospitals 

and health service camps since 2006‟ 
Dr Seneviratne, April 2009 

No sign of reconciliation as the Sri Lankan Govt. : 

 Demolish and deface Tamil burial grounds and memorials 

behind the curtain of „redevelopment‟ 

 Build army camps, family quarters, Buddhist temples and 

Sinhalese shops in Tamil areas, not even sparing sacred 

Hindu sites. 

 Continue to misuse Emergency Laws to threaten those 

who express their views on land rights and equality for 

Tamils 

 Rejects the need to provide accountability for violations, 

including enforced disappearances, killings, and torture .  

“Australia is a better place when we show 

leadership and when we show humanity, but our 

politicians are turning their backs on people 

fearing torture, persecution and discrimination" 
- Amnesty International. 

 

“Given reports coming out of Sri Lanka of why 

Tamil people are continuing to flee their country 

and seek asylum, it seems essential for us to 

respond to the needs of the Tamil people and 

not turn our backs to their cries” 
- Lee Rhiannon 

 

“We are writing to express our concern at the 

growing stance of indifference towards and 

demonisation of asylum seekers from both sides 

of Australian politics”  
– Aust. Council of Trade Unions (ACTU) 


