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Widows of War 

  

Tamils continue protests outside Big B’s house  

Over 50 Tamils protested outside the residence of Amitabh 

Bachchan, holding banners and shouting slogans against his 

decision to visit Sri Lanka for the India International Film fair awards. 

Despite continual protests, highlighting the slaughter of 150,000 

Tamils by Sri Lanka during the last phases of the war, Amitabh, Shah Rukh Khan 

and Aishwarya have confirmed their presence at IIFA. Click image to watch 

Excerpts from ‘Mothers Day in Sri 

Lanka, a sad day for thousands of 

war widows’ , by Melanie Manel 

Perera. Read Article  

 

According to Sri Lanka Minister of 

Child and Women Development 

Tissa Karalliyadda, about 49,000 

widows in the province were 

affected by the civil war.25,000 are 

under the age of 25. At least 12,000 

have three children or more 

 

Figures from the Eastern Provincial 

Council indicate that out of 45,644 

widows in the province, 5,054 lost 

their husbands in the war, 2,213 in 

Batticalao, 1,743 in Trincomalee, 

and 1,098 in Amparai. 

 

Their situation is indeed a though 

one. Most of them are uneducated 

and have a hard time making ends 

meet because of the lack of a 

steady income. These women “only 

get some help from private 

organisations or earn some money 

from odd jobs, not enough to live 

on.  

 

Some have left for the Middle East 

to work as domestic workers, only to 

find themselves trapped because of 

their lack of education. Only a few 

earned something,” said Sugala 

Kumari, coordinator of the 

Campaign for Free and Fair Election 

(CaFFE). 

 

In households run by widows, 

children, ranging from nine to 19 in 

age, are too often underfed and 

hungry. 

 

 

 

 

GTWF (Global 

Tamil Women 

Forum) 

have projects to sponsor  

destitute female-headed families. 

Please contact Kalyani Inpakumar  

for further sponsor information. 

 

Rajapaksa siblings hold absolute domination over SL  

The Rajapaksa brothers, Mahinda, Basil and Gotabaya 

have managed to bring in an enormous 94 

departments, responsibilities and powers under their 

rule leaving 38 to relatively insignificant departments 

for non-Rajapaksa members. More... 

Five Tamils perished at sea 

Colombo’s constitution proposal disadvantages Tamils  

TNA are outraged over the government‟s move to replace the Proportional 

Representation System (PRS) by the First Past the Post System (FPPS) for the 

majority of the seats in parliament, saying that it would deny representations to the 

minorities. More... 

The ACTU (Australian Council of Trade Unions) released a joint statement accusing 

politicians of using asylum seekers as political footballs. The unions called for a 

stronger leadership in dealing with „the push factors‟, highlighting the various 

dangers faced by Tamils in Sri Lanka. Click to read full text of APHEDA letter... 

Rights group call SL’s own war probe proposal a humbug  

Human Rights Watch have urged the UN to disregard Colombo‟s latest 

manoeuvre to deflect an independent international war crimes 

investigation, by proposing to conduct its own investigation. Rajapakse‟s 

announcement came as former army chief Sarath Fonseka announced 

that he was ready to testify at any international war crimes tribunal. More... 

In a fatal attempt to be spotted by a passing ship, five Australia-bound asylum 

seekers set themselves adrift, after hearing their boat, holding 59 Tamils, ran out of 

supplies after 20 days at sea. Since November 2009, 17 Sri Lankans have died in 

trying to reach Christmas island including teenagers aged 13 and 14. More.. 

Friendly chimp takes a shot at Basil Rajapaksa  

On a visit to the National Zoological Gardens, Economic Develop-

ment minister, Basil Rajapaksa was pawed by what– seemed like 

a friendly chimpanzee.  Click image to watch video... 

Australia’s Union leaders slam treatment of asylum seekers  

 One year on, let us remember the thousands of Tamil civilians killed for simply  

voicing their desire to live freely, with respect and dignity.  

 Martin Place Amphitheatre, Tuesday 18th May, 6pm to 8pm.  
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War Crimes Day- Remembering May Massacre– Lest We Forget 

Member of the ACT Legislative Assembly, Ms Amanda Bresnan has urged Aust. to 

follow UK‟s lead and ratify the results of the recent Tamil Referendum. More... 

Greens MLA urges Australia to recognise Tamil referendum  
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