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China discriminates 
Jaffna-born Aussie   

99.4% of Australian Tamils vote “Yes” for Tamil Eelam  

Of 8272 registered voters in Australia, 99.4% have given their support for an 

independent Tamil homeland in an nationwide referendum held earlier this month.  

 

With most Tamils in the island fearful and disenchanted by Sri Lanka‟s political 

system, over 200,000 members of the Diaspora have spoken on their behalf to 

express their desire for self determination. Click here to read report on SMH 

 

This is an outline of the ordeal 

my sister and I had at the 

Chinese Embassy for a tourist 

visa to China. 

 

Usually, a visa application form, 2 

passport sized photos and the 

passport is all that is required to 

process a Chinese visa. 

 

First Visit  

 

We were told that because our 

place of birth is Jaffna we need a 

letter from our employer stating  

our salary, duration of employment, 

character reference and a current 

bank statement . We were told that 

the visa application can take up to 

a month to process. 

 

Second Visit  

 

We were asked to provide a bank 

statement with a balance of at 

least $5000. When we questioned 

why we were not informed about 

this before, we were told that this is 

the new requirement from the 

Chinese Consulate for people born 

in Jaffna. 

 

Third Visit 

 

We took all the information required 

and we were asked to provide a 

Police clearance and a letter from 

our host in China as well. 

 

Our visas were finally processed 

after 3 weeks. 

 

This co-operation between SL 

and China to compound the lives 

of anyone with any connection to 

the epi-centre of Eelam Tamil 

culture is discrimination and 

Australia must stand against 

such prejudice. 
Mass for the souls massacred in the month of May during the civil war  
A Church service to commemorate the lives lost during the Civil War in Sri Lanka 

during the May Massacre will be held at Our Lady for the Assumption Church,  

74 Underwood Rd Homebush, at 7pm. 

Jaffna-born director‟s film presented at Cannes Festival  

Paris based Pradeepan Raveendran‟s film “Shadows of Silence”, has beaten 20 

Indian films to the Directors‟ Fortnight section at the 63rd Cannes Film Festival. As a 

former refugee and now active member of the Tamil Diaspora, Pradeepan portrays 

the „realities of a depressed person in exile‟ in his 11-minute film. More... 

Greens MP speaks of VKR and condemns Tamil visa freeze  

M.I.A portrays genocide of ethnic minorities in „Born free‟  

British rapper and Tamil activist, M.I.A, has released her latest music 

video, featuring US military forces hunting down redheaded citizens 

in war-torn nation. Reviewers describe the clip as an analogy to Sri 

Lanka‟s crackdown on Tamil people, a ruthless and bloody massacre 

of a minority. More… Click image to see clip – explicit content 

Members of the Australian Tamil community have held talks with officials from DFAT 

concerning their decision to freeze visas for 3 months. DFAT‟s claim of „improved 

security in Sri Lanka‟ was questioned as guidelines from the UN High Commissioner 

for Refuges remain unchanged and around 88,000 Tamils are still in camps. More... 

Amnesty urge Rajapakse to end Draconian Laws 

Madhu Malhotra, deputy director of Amnesty‟s Asia-Pacific program, has criticised 

Sri Lanka‟s security forces for its use of the emergency laws as a “weapon against 

political opposition” and called on Colombo to repeal these laws and end impunity 

for human rights violations. More… 

Mr Ian Cohen MLC (NSW Greens) highlighted the significance of 

Australia‟s Tamil referendum in state parliament last week, citing 

record low voter turn outs from Tamil areas in Sri Lanka‟s recent 

elections and political threats faced by IDP‟s as evidence of 

continued suppression of Tamil political voice.  

 

He further condemned the Federal Government for rejecting Tamil 

refugees despite known dangers in Sri Lanka. More... 

Amitabh Bachchan assures Tamil protestors 

In response to Indian and Canadian protests over Indian International 

Film Awards (IIFA) organisation‟s decision to conduct their ceremony in 

Colombo, Amitabh Bachchan assured the Tamils that he will „respect eve-

ryone‟s sentiments‟ and has organised to discuss this matter with IIFA 

owners. More... 

Aust. Tamil Community question Canberra over visa freeze  
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